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RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 


Title  9 — Animals  and  Animal  Product 

CHAPTER  IV— AGRICULTURAL  RESEARCH 
SERVICE,  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

PART  445 — NATIONAL  POULTRY 
IMPROVEMENT  PLAN 

PART  447— AUXlUARY  PROVISIONS  ON 

NATIONAL  POULTRY  AND  TURKEY  IM¬ 
PROVEMENT  PLANS 

On  December  22,  1975,  there  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Federal  Register  (40  FR 
59306)  a  notice  of  propKised  amendments 
of  the  National  Poultry  Improvement 
Plan  and  Auxiliary  Provisions.  These 
proposed  amendments  were  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  General  Conference 
Committee,  National  Poultry  Improve¬ 
ment  Plan  at  their  September  9-10, 
1975  meeting.  They  provided  for  a  re¬ 
vision  of  the  criteria  by  which  a  turkey 
breeding  flock  could  qualify  as  “U.S.  Sal¬ 
monella  Controlled”  under  the  volimtary 
National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan.  The 
proposal  was  also  made  to  change  the 
classification  to  “U.S.  Salmonella  Moni¬ 
tored.” 

Copies  of  the  proposed  amendments, 
following  publication  in  the  Federal 
Register  (40  FR  59306)  as  a  notice  of 
proposed  rule  making,  were  sent  to  each 
of  the  cooperating  State  Agencies,  to  all 
turkey  hatcherymen,  dealers,  and  inde¬ 
pendent  flockowners  who  participate  in 
the  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan, 
and  to  all  diagnostic  laboratories  that 
would  be  affected  by  the  proposed 
amendments.  A  total  of  14  comments  to 
the  proposed  amendments  were  received. 
Seven  favored  adoption  of  the  amend¬ 
ments.  Several  expressed  fear  that  the 
program  would  be  too  expensive  and 
could  change  from  a  voluntary  to  a  com¬ 
pulsory  program.  One  reply  indicated 
that  the  respondent  misimderstood  the 
amendments;  threfore,  there  was  no 
basis  for  his  speciflc  objection.  One  per¬ 
son  favored  the  breeding  flock  and  egg 
sanitation  provisions  of  the  program,  but 
indicated  they  should  be  applied  without 
a  classification  being  awarded  for 
compliance. 

Appropriate  representatives  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Agriculture  thoroughly  eval¬ 
uated  all  comments  received.  Based  on 
this  evaluation,  a  decision  was  reached  to 
accept  the  amendments  which  follow. 
They  are  identical  to  the  proposed 
amendments  published  in  the  Federal 
Register  on  December  22,  1975  (40  FR 
59306).  Therefore,  pursuant  to  section 
101(b)  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
Organic  Act  of  1944,  as  amended,  (7  USC 
429) ,  Title  9,  Chapter  IV,  Subchapter  A, 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations  is  hereby 
amended  as  follows: 

1.  Section  445.1  is  amended  by  adding 
new  paragraphs  (cc)  and  (dd)  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  445.1  Definitions. 

***** 

(cc)  Salmonella.  Any  of  the  species  of 
of  the  bacteria  belonging  to  the  Salmon¬ 
ella  genus. 


(dd)  Colon  bacilli.  Fcm*  the  purpose  of 
this  chapter,  those  organisms  which  are 
gram  negative,  non  spore-forming  bacilli, 
which  ferment  lactose  with  gas  forma¬ 
tion,  and  serve  as  an  index  of  fecal 
contamination. 

2.  Section  445.10(f)  is  revised  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  445.10  Terminolofcy  and  classification; 
flocks,  products,  and  States. 

«  •  •  #  * 

(f)  U.S.  Salmonella  Monitored — (see 
§  445.43(f).) 


3.  Section  445.43(f)  is  revised  to  read 
as  follows: 

§  445.43  Terminology’  and  classification. 

•  *  G  »  • 

(f)  U.S.  Salmonella  Monitored.  (1)  A 
flock  meeting  the  following  management, 
premises,  and  egg  sanitation  require¬ 
ments  as  determined  by  the  Official  State 
Agency  and  the  Service. 

(i)  (a)  The  flock  is  maintained  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  appropriate  paragraphs 
foimd  in  S  447.21,  as  determined  by  the 
Official  State  Agency. 

(b)  Hatching  eggs  will  be  handled  as 
described  in  S  447.22  and  fumigated  on 
the  farm,  as  described  in  §  447.25(a) : 
Provided,  That  alternative  sanitizing 
procedures  may  be  used  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Official  State  Agency  in 
each  speciflc  instance  and  with  the  gen¬ 
eral  concurrence  of  the  Service  in  the 
policy  adopted  by  the  Official  State 
Agency.  Approval  of  alternative  sanitiz¬ 
ing  procedures  will  not  be  considered  an 
indication  of  their  relative  effectiveness. 

(ii)  Cloacal  swabs  or  environmental 
samples  will  be  collected  by  a  State  In¬ 
spector  or  Authorized  Agent  from  each 
tom  and  hen  flock  between  16  and  32 
weeks  of  age,  as  described  in  §  447.12  of 
this  chapter.  These  samples  will  be  cul¬ 
tured  for  Salmonella  organisms  by  an 
authorized  laboratory.  If  Salmonella  is 
isolated,  the  State  Inspector  will  con¬ 
duct,  at  the  onset  of  egg  production,  an 
inspection  of  the  breeding  flock  premises, 
egg  handling  and  sanitation  facilities, 
and  management  practices  in  order  to  de¬ 
termine  if  adequate  sanitaticm  practices 
exist,  and  will  review  his  findings  with 
the  participant  or  his  designated 
representative. 

(iii)  The  flock,  flock  premises,  and  egg 
handling  and  sanitation  facilities  and 
procedures  will  be  Inspected  by  a  State 
Inspector  twice  during  the  egg  produc¬ 
tion  season  for  compliance  with  sanita¬ 
tion  requirements.  At  each  visit,  the  shells 


of  120  sanitized,  cased,  hatching  eggs 
will  be  swabbed,  and  the  swabs  bacteri- 
ologically  examined  for  the  presence  of 
colon  bacilli  as  described  in  S  447.13  and 
none  found:  Provided,  That  if  the  tests 
indicate  the  presence  of  a  colon  bacilli, 
the  Official  State  Agency  shall  immedi¬ 
ately  contact  the  participant  to  report 
the  findings  and  to  inform  him  that  cor¬ 
rective  measures  are  required  within  48 
hours.  Effectiveness  of  corrective  meas¬ 
ures  will  be  evaluated  by  a  series  of  tests 
of  sanitized  eggs  conducted  by  a  State 
Inspector  as  described  above.  The  first 
test  of  the  series  should  be  made  within 
5  days  of  finding  the  positive  sample,  and 
may  be  made  from  eggs  in  the  breeding 
flock’s  egg  room  or  at  the  hatchery. 
Subsequent  tests  will  be  at  5  day  inter¬ 
vals  and  will  continue  until  two  consecu¬ 
tive  negative  tests  are  obtained. 

(2)  This  classification  may  be  revoked 
by  the  Official  State  Agency,  if  the  par¬ 
ticipant  fails  to  follow  recommended 
corrective  measures. 

4.  Subpart  B’s  is  amended  by  adding 
a  new  §  447.13  to  read  as  follows: 

Table  of  Contents 

Sec. 

447.13  Procedure  for  bacteriological  cultur¬ 
ing  of  eggshells  for  colon  bacUll 
organisms. 

5.  Part  447,  Subpart  B,  is  amended  by 
adding  a  new  §  447.13  to  read  as  follows: 

§  447.13  Procedure  for  bacteriological 
culturing  of  eggshells  for  colon  bacilli 
organisms. 

Proper  precautions  to  avoid  environ¬ 
mental  contamination  of  the  samples 
during  the  collection  and  laboratory 
process,  and  proper  handling  of  the  sam¬ 
ples  following  collection  are  essential. 
Each  State  Inspector  involved  in  eggshell 
culture  activities  must  recieve  instruction 
in  the  necessary  sanitation  procedures, 
sampling  procedures,  and  sample 
handling  by  the  authorized  laboratory 
Involved.  The  Official  State  Agency  will 
maintain  a  record  showing  that  the  re¬ 
quired  instruction  was  given  to  each 
State  Inspector. 

(a)  Sample  selection.  Forty  (40)  eggs 
in  the  top  flats  of  ^ach  of  three  randomly 
selected  cases  of  sanitized  eggs  from  each 
flock  will  be  utilized  for  each  sampling. 

(b)  StDOb  procedure.  A  2.5  centimeter 
diameter  circular  area  of  the  large  end 
of  each  of  the  eggs  will  be  rubbed  with 
a  sterile  swab  previously  moistened  with 
sterile  lactose  broth,  or  other  suitable 
liquid  media  provided  by  the  authorized 
laboratory.  One  swab  will  be  used  for 
five  eggs,  and  four  swabs  will  be  pooled 
to  each  sterile,  capped  tube  provided  by 
the  authorized  laboratory, 

(1)  From  the  tube  containing  four 
swabs  and  lactose  broth  or  other  suitable 
media,  1  ml.  will  be  transferred  to  10  ml. 
lactose  In  a  fermentation  tube. 

(2)  Incubate  at  37*  C  for  48  hoiirs. 
The  presttice  of  acid,  and  gas  In  the 
amoimt  of  10  percent  or  more  after  24 
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and  48  hours  of  incubaton,  provides  a 
presumptive  conclusion  of  the  presence 
of  colon  bacilli  organisms. 

6.  Section  447.21  is  amended  by  adding 
a  new  paragraph  (i)  to  read  as  follows: 

§  447.21  Flock  ^ianitation. 

***** 

(i)  Feed,  pelleted  by  heat  process, 
should  be  fed  to  all  age  groups.  Proper 
feed  pelleting  procedures  can  destroy 
many  disease  producing  organisms  con¬ 
taminating  fe^stufifs. 

7.  Section  447.22  is  amended  by  re¬ 
vising  paragraphs  (d)  and  (e)  and  add¬ 
ing  paragraphs  (f)  and  (g)  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  447.22  Halcliinn;  egg  sanitation. 

*  4t  «  *  • 

(d>  Egg  handlers  should  thoroughly 
wash  their  hands  with  soap  and  water 
and  change  to  clean  outer  garments  prior 
to  handling  the  sanitized  eggs.  Sanitized 
eggs  should  be  immediately  removed 
from  the  cleaning  and  grading  area  and 
preferably  removed  to  a  separate  clean 
and  sanitized  room.  A  wall-installed 
fumigation  cabinet  (or  authorized  san- 
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itizing  equipment)  through  which  eggs 
can  be  passed  from  the  receiving  and 
cleaning  area  to  the  sanitary  packing 
and  storage  areas  is  a  good  practice. 

(e)  The  sanitized  eggs  should  be  placed 
in  new  flats  or  sanitized  reusable  flats  or 
racks.  New  or  clean,  fumigated,  used 
cases  should  be  utilized  for  packing. 
Proper  temperature  and  humidity  in  the 
egg  cleaning,  packing,  and  storage  areas 
should  be  maintained.  Eggs  should  be 
stored  no  longer  than  necessary  before 
setting. 

(f)  The  entire  egg  processing  area 
should  be  cleaned  and  sanitized  daily  on 
a  routine  basis;  dust,  insects,  feathers, 
and  other  airborne  debris  should  be  ef¬ 
fectively  controlled  to  prevent  recon¬ 
tamination  of  sanitized  eggs.  Ink  stamps 
and  pads  shall  be  maintained  in  a  sterile 
condition. 

(g)  The  egg  processing  building  or  area 
should  be  designed,  located,  and  con¬ 
structed  of  such  materials  as  to  assure 
that  proper  egg  sanitation  procediu-es 
can  be  carried  out,  and  that  the  building 
itself  can  be  easily,  effectively,  and  rou¬ 
tinely  sanitized.  The  egg  processing 
building  or  area  should  be  considered 
part  of  a  hatchery  and  the  same  con- 
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struction  detaHs  and  physical  and  per¬ 
sonnel  sanitation  requirements  imple¬ 
mented. 

8.  Section  447.25(a)(1)  is  revised  to 
read  as  follows: 

§  447.25  Funiigalion. 

***** 

(a)  *  *  * 

( 1 )  Provide  a  room  or  cabinet  propor¬ 
tionate  to  the  number  of  eggs  to  be  han¬ 
dled.  The  room  or  cabinet  should  be  air¬ 
tight  and  must  be  equipped  with  a  fan 
to  circulate  the  gas  during  fumigation 
and  to  expel  it  after  fumigation. 

Under  the  administrative  procedure 
provisions  in  5  U.S.C.  553,  good  cause  is 
found  for  making  the  foregoing  amend¬ 
ments  effective  less  than  30  days  after 
publication  in  the  Federal  Register. 
Therefore,  they  shall  become  effective 
April  2,  1976. 

Done  at  Washington,  D.C.,  this  29th 
day  of  March,  1976. 

T.  W.  Edminster, 
Administrator, 

Agricultural  Research  Service. 
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